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	 								his	text	is	a	collection	of	critical	commentary	on	MacDonald’s	
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paltry	“legally	fixed	fee”	for	a	cab	ride	as	an	economic	injustice.





















































Colin Manlove says that	MacDonald’s	mixing	of	fantasy	and	reality	in	North 
Wind,	which	constantly	subvert	the	reader’s	assumptions	about	what	is	“real,”	
is	an	attempt	to	draw	the	reader	into	MacDonald’s	own	radical	relativism:		a	
belief	that	the	imagination	is	the	way	to	truth,	and	that	the	worlds	produced	
by	the	human	mind	are	as	“real”	as	the	world	we	experience	as	“out	
there.”		All	equally	are	“thoughts	in	the	mind	of	God.”		Manlove	observes	
that	North Wind is	full	of	paradox,	inversion,	contradiction,	argument,	
and	“double	views.”		For	instance,	while	“perfect”	in	his	innocence	at	the	
book’s	beginning,	Diamond	grows	spiritually	in	the	course	of	the	novel	in	
that	he	learns	how	to	help	others.		And	paradoxically,	his	growth	into	life	
is	also	a	growth	toward	death.		The	antinomy	of	trust	and	uncertainty	that	
marks	Diamond’s	relations	with	North	Wind	represents	both	the	inevitable	
uncertainty	and	the	necessity	for	trust	in	a	human	relationship	with	God.
